


CRITICAL THINKING RUBRIC 
Based on the AAC&U Critical Thinking VALUE Rubrics, value@aacu.org, assessment@llu.edu, or see sites below2. 

 
Definition 

Critical thinking is a habit of mind characterized by the comprehensive exploration of issues, ideas, artifacts, and events before accepting or formulating an opinion or conclusion. 
Evaluators are encouraged to assign a zero to any work sample or collection of work that does not meet level one performance. 

 
 4 3 2 1 Score 

Explanation of issues Issue/problem to be considered 
critically is stated clearly and 
described comprehensively, 
delivering all relevant information 
necessary for full understanding. 

Issue/problem to be considered 
critically is stated, described and 
clarified so that understanding is 
not seriously impeded by 
omissions. 

Issue/problem to be considered 
critically is stated but description 
leaves some terms undefined, 
ambiguities unexplored, 
boundaries undetermined, and/or 
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