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Early Adventists were
closely involved in 
a wide variety of 

nineteenth-century reform
movements. Many, including
John Byington, were highly-
regarded for their active support
of the abolitionist movement
(Byington’s home was a stop on
the “Underground Railroad”).

Joseph Bates was active in
denouncing the effects of alco-
hol and helped to organize one
of the earliest state temper-
ance organizations. It came as
no surprise that Adventists
would be involved in 19th-
century reforms in medicine.

In order to appreciate
Adventist involvement in
these reforms, one must also
remember that these reforms
were not without cause.
Historians of medicine gener-
ally consider antebellum medi-
cine as a rather dark period in
the history of American medi-
cine. One historian has noted
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